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Abstract

Niigata prefecture has been an oil-producing area in Japan since the Meiji era. Many oil companies
were established during that period by oil field landowners and investors, resulting in the
development of an oil industry cluster within this prefecture. Numerous scholars have conducted
research on this industry cluster from various perspectives. In this study, we examined the
development of the oil industry cluster in Niigata prefecture from a geographical viewpoint. We
analyzed the prefecture’s geographical characteristics using a Geographic Information System (GIS),

and investigated the influence of these characteristics on the developmental process of the oil cluster.
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