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Abstract

Business organizations first emerged in Japan during the Meiji era, and this was followed by
significant advances in industrialization. Furthermore, industrial development during this period was
achieved through local efforts that were not dependent on the central government. The purpose of
this study was to examine the origin of industrial development through local efforts. To achieve this,
we analyzed the entrepreneurial networks (i.e., the connections of entrepreneurs) established in the
Meiji era. The study subjects were Niigata and Hyogo prefectures between 1894 and 1898, in which
Meiji-era treaty ports were located. From the results of the analysis, we identified the types of people
and companies that formed the core of local industrial development, and considered the key factors

for developing regional industries.
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